
Background
The purpose of the Overdose Response Program is to 
provide education and training for individuals on overdose 
response – including the administration of naloxone, 
also known as Narcan©, which quickly reverses opioid-
related overdoses. 

In 2013, the Maryland State Legislature passed the law 
authorizing the development of the Overdose Response 
Program to address rising overdose deaths and a lack of 
access to naloxone in communities throughout the state. 
Officially launched in 2014 by the Maryland Department 
of Health and Mental Hygiene (DHMH), the Overdose 
Response Program is part of a statewide strategy to 
reduce the number of deaths related to drug overdose. 

How It Works
The Overdose Response Program facilitates training 
on the steps to respond to an opioid overdose 
emergency and access to naloxone. DHMH authorizes 
local programs, provides technical assistance support, 
collects required reporting information, and develops 
reports on statewide progress to make naloxone more 
accessible. Training is available to the general public as 
well as targeted to at-risk community members who 

are most likely to be present at the scene of a drug 
overdose. To date, more than 60 programs throughout 
the state of Maryland are authorized to provide overdose 
response training. In FY 16, there was a noted increase of 
individuals who received Overdose Response Program 
because of their social experience. 

Training includes information on recognizing the signs 
of an opioid overdose, the significance of contacting 
emergency medical services, how to both assemble 
and administer naloxone, and how to care for the person 
afterward. Many Overdose Response Program trainings 
also include information on local resources, such as 
substance use disorder treatment options. 

Upon completion of training, participants receive a 
certificate that can be used to get naloxone at any 
pharmacy in Maryland without a prescription through a 
statewide standing order. Many local programs provide 
the drug at the time of training free of charge, while 
others will connect participants to a pharmacy where 
naloxone is obtained through insurance. 

Demonstrating Sucess

92% of individuals to whom naloxone was administered 
survived, and 83% were transported to an emergency 
department. 65% of naloxone administrations occurred 
in a private residence with 24% occurring in an outdoor 
public space. 

DHMH collects demographic information about each 
participant so the program can continually improve 
targeting of at-risk individuals and provide more effective 
training. This centralized data collection is unique and 
allows for statewide program evaluation. 
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“This is about taking an all-hands-on-deck 
approach so that together we can save the 
lives of thousands of Marylanders.”

– Larry Hogan, Maryland Governor

During the 2016 fiscal year, there were 
a total of 863 reported administrations 
of naloxone, a 464% increase in reports 
from the previous fiscal year.

These local programs have trained over 
43,000 people in a variety of settings such 
as libraries, local health departments, 
detention centers and substance use 
disorder treatment facilities.

Spotlight Series: highlighting innovative programs across the nation enacting 
a comprehensive strategy to address substance use disorders and addiction.



The Future of the Overdose Response 
Program
State legislators continue to be extremely supportive of 
the Overdose Response Program and have repeatedly 
updated the law governing the program and supported 
increased funding for its implementation. For example, 
in 2015, the Maryland State Legislature amended the 
Overdose Response Program law to include standing 
order authorities that allow naloxone to be made available 
at pharmacies without a prescription. In addition, 
Governor Larry Hogan’s Heronin and Opioid Emergency 
Task Force recommended additional funding for the 
Overdose Response Program and particularly training in 
local detention centers. 

However, current funding for the Overdose Response 
Program is not enough to meet the demand, and the 
price of naloxone rose in recent years. One of the 
biggest priorities of the program is that it provides 
free naloxone kits to participants, as many program 
participants cannot afford to purchase naloxone through 
an insurance copay or out-of-pocket. 
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“We are mobilizing the community to 
respond to Maryland’s opioid epidemic. 
Naloxone is a powerful tool for people who 
use drugs, and their friends and family, to 
reduce the risk of overdose death.”

– Erin Haas, Local Programs Manager, 
Overdose Response Program
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